and Progress, later known as the Young Turks, as well as the incipient Albanian nationalist movement gradually became more weary of each other. As a result, the Albanians pushed for separatist nationalism as it became clear that Ottoman Imperial Centralization entailed Turkish ethnic homogenization for the non-Turkish areas of the empire. Sohrabi shows how initial demands for autonomy on the part of Albanians gradually grew more militant as the Young Turks became more intransigent in refusing them, culminating in the ultimate break and demand for full-fledged Middle Eastern independence during the Balkan Wars.
Studying the nineteenth-century Ottoman Empire gives us a window into the creation of nation-states and their operations in the aftermath of World War I. It enables modern observers to trace the development of social phenomena in these countries from their historical roots. Additionally, it enables analysts to more accurately judge the extent to which European colonial powers altered or left in place governance structures and policies in the region. In the wake of a resurgence of interest in the concept of empire, the late Ottoman Empire provides a unique opportunity to capture imperial structures mid-stream into the transition of becoming a series of nation-states. Only by examining the tensions inherent in this transition can we understand the resulting state entities that arose out of the ashes of empire and the legacies that they both rely upon and struggle against as they develop.
